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  Digital  
  Ethics  
      The future of humans in a connected world



Today I will be more 
of a ‘Nowist’ rather 
than a Futurist…

Hat tip to Joi Ito

Computers are for answers, humans are for questions  
(riffing off Pablo Picasso)



“Ethics are moral principles that govern a person's or group's behaviour.  
Synonyms: moral code, morals, morality, values, rights and wrongs, principles, 
ideals, standards (of behaviour), value systems, virtues, dictates of conscience” 

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Technology has no Ethics

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=define+morality&sa=X&ei=FM5pVJ2TBIOsPbirgKAH&ved=0CCMQ_SowAA


http://frankdiana.wordpress.com/2014/04/03/the-smart-home/ Source: https://frankdiana.wordpress.com/2014/08/12/combinations-and-disruption/

…and everything will 
depend on our ethics



Ethics, believes and principles help us to decide if something is useful or creepy
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Some of my principles: Truth. Fairness. Goodwill. Friendship. Benefit to all.



Why ethics are important: consider the ‘privacy vs. security’ debate

“I think it’s important to recognise that you can’t 
have 100 per cent security and also then have 
100 per cent privacy and zero inconvenience”  

US President Barack Obama

Director of the FBI, James Comey, called for “a regulatory or legislative fix” for technology companies’ expanding use of encryption to protect user privacy. The post-
Snowden pendulum has swung too far in one direction - in a direction of fear and mistrust.  Justice may be denied because of a locked phone or an encrypted hard 

drive. Without a compromise homicide cases could be stalled, suspects could walk free, and child exploitation victims might not be identified or recovered”

“Privacy has never been an absolute right” 

Robert Hannigan, Director

http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/nov/03/privacy-gchq-spying-robert-hannigan



As powerful new intermediaries emerge, armed with exponential technologies…

What are their ethics?



Almost every decision about technology usage now has ethical implications

Should we really leave ethical decisions to those that control access, platforms or tools?

Twitter: @gleonhard



Technology is progressing at exponential ‘warp speed’ while our ethics, social contracts and laws remain linear

The power of technology has already surpassed the scope of our ethics



#DigitalEthics will move front-and-center as ‘the other 3 Billion’ go digital

http://www.mondaynote.com/2014/11/09/europe-the-digital-squeeze-is-coming/



Technology has seemingly limitless potential to improve our lives 
- but should humans themselves become technology?



Almost everything that can be digitised or automated… will be.  
So what will happen to serendipity, chance, mistakes, inefficiency, playfulness? 
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Next-generation intelligent personal assistants and ‘AI in the cloud’: will humanity become 
completely trackable, easily manipulated… remote-controlled ‘identical people’ ?
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The end of solitude? Never be bored again? Machines as partners?

Jibo - ‘the world’s first family robot’
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Image of BP platform via US Coast Guard

And now technology is gearing up to go inside of us (and vice versa)
Image via trendone.de

Image: Minority Report The Movie
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“The first, more near-future fear, is that we are starting to create machines that can make decisions 
like humans, but these machines don't have morality and likely never will” Nick Bilton via the NYT

“Artificial intelligence is potentially more dangerous than nukes” Elon Musk

“AI would be the biggest event in human history. Unfortunately, it might also be the last” Stephen Hawking



The new arms race is about data and artificial intelligence



Is the quest to become super-human (-fast -smart -strong -old) really a good idea? 

http://mashable.com/2014/08/21/most-connected-man/

Chris Dancy ‘the Innernet’  via his Youtube channel 



What are the ethics behind achieving exponentiality and abundance? 
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Abundance Image via AbundanceHub / Peter Diamandis



Omniscient - Omnipotent - Omnipresent ?



Via Yuri van Geest on Slideshare  
http://www.slideshare.net/vangeest/exponential-organizations-h

If software is indeed eating the world, how will we - the ‘wetware’ - still  control it?

http://www.slideshare.net/vangeest/exponential-organizations-h


There’s no longer this big divide between medicine and technology,” says futurist Gray Scott 
“We are increasingly becoming cyborg-like beings. We are becoming literally what we 

create. Biology, physics, and technology are evolving towards one-and-the-same-thing”

Picture via http://www.keepcalm-o-matic.co.uk/p/keep-calm-there-s-an-app-for-that-14/

… and would hyper-dependency be a reasonable price for exponentially awesome technology?



Welcome to 

HellVen



As technology relentlessly pushes beyond all borders, a new question emerges
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Beware 

Machine 
Thinking



Yet, a prohibition of imminent leaps in ‘HellVen’ technological innovation 
- such as with artificial intelligence - is unlikely to work, as well



Using technology 
(driving efficiency)

@gleonhard

Pursuing humanness  
(allowing ‘inefficiency’)



Exponential is about velocity, 
power and the network effect

Humanential is about depth, 
meaning and self-realisation 
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People | ‘Humarithms’☯Technology | Algorithms 



1.Humans should not become technology 
2.Humans should not be subject to dominant control by AI / AGI entities 
3.Humans should not fabricate new creatures by augmenting humans or animals

(Michael Lee)

Image via JD Hancock on Flickr



But to find a balance between ethics and technology we must go beyond fear



Without a stronger focus on digital ethics we may well 
be facing an extinction threat by our own inventions

From the movie 2001 - a space odyssey via Youtue



@gleonhard

  Digital Ethics  
      -because our future depends on it

Thanks for your time and attention!

#digitalethics


