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Now.  
Here.  
Us.

We’re at the pivot point of exponential change  

The Internet of Things, Artificial Intelligence, Bots & Voice-Control, Quantum Computing…



Would you agree that we 
have an ethical imperative 

to harness the power of 
exponential technologies 

such as the IoT, AI and 
Robotics, for the 

collective good of 
mankind?



The future is #HellVen  
- and we are defining the mix today

90%10%



How will we 

prevent even 

more inequality 

and deeper 

digital divides as 

an externality of 

these exponential 

technological 

advances?
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The cognification of networked machines is imminent



The Internet of Things: a new meta-intelligence, a global brain, a ‘digital cortex’…?



Mobile devices are already our ‘external brains’…



…and connectivity is already a kind of religion



 Hyper-Connectivity | The Intelligent Cloud | AI | NUIs | NLP | IoT







SOFTWARE IS EATING THE WORLD  
(Marc Andreessen)



But is ‘too much software’ increasingly cheating the world?





How much will we change what/who we are because technology is increasingly ‘moving inside of us’?



… and how much technology is ‘too much of a good thing?’



The 
Mediasation 

of…
everything?



Hell?Heaven?



The sofalarity is near?  



Data is the new oil and artificial intelligence is the new electricity



But if data is indeed the new oil will we need similar 
‘environmental protection’ laws and regulations?



‘Global Brains’ 
creating 

digital ‘copies’ 
of us…?





Who will be ‘Mission Control’ for humanity?





Anything that can be digitized or automated, will be…

…yet anything that cannot be digitized or automated will become much more valuable 
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If you can describe your job … chances are it will be automated 



We know a lot more more than we can tell, and we can’t 
automate what we don’t understand (the Polanyi Paradox)





The 2017 Asilomar AI principles: great overall guidance for the future of technology 

• Human values: all systems should be designed and operated to be compatible with 

ideals of human dignity, rights, freedoms and cultural diversity 

• Shared benefit and prosperity: to benefit & empower as many people as possible 

• Ecosystem thinking: ethical, economical and societal issues need to be included 

• Responsibility: those that design, build or run these systems are moral stakeholders



"Ethics is knowing the difference between what you have a right  
(or the power) to do and what is the right thing to do”                                                        

adapted from Potter Stewart



Digital ethics for a hyper-connected world: people, planet, profit



Putting humanity ahead of technology, collectively - and without stalling innovation 

"I'm not worried about artificial intelligence giving computers the ability to think like 
a human. I’m more concerned about people thinking like computers. 

Technology Should Serve Humanity, Not the Other Way Around”    
Tim Cook (CEO, Apple) at MIT 3 days ago



The biggest challenge is not that machines will take over  
-but that we become too much like them!



Efficiency… is for robots?



Technology is exponential but humans remain linear *



Embrace technology 
- but don’t become it



Thanks for your time and attention! 
Download this deck at www.futuristgerd.com


