
Opportunities and challenges - the next 
10 years in technology and humanity 





Hyper-connectivity

We’re at the  
pivot point  

of exponential 
change

Smart-everything (but secure?)
Intelligent machines: IA / AI
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The end of oil (yes, really)

The Singularity ?
Sustainable capitalism?

DataX, The Internet of Things 



The end of business as usual, gradually-then-suddenly in all industries
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Speaking to machines ‘like speaking to a friend’



Global hyper-connectivity: ETA 5-7 years
What should not be connected? Will we have a right to disconnect?



Connectivity: where would you draw the line?
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The 3 biggest game-changers: AI & Bots, the Internet of Things, human genome editing
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We must urgently start to balance these exponentially powerful 

technological capabilities with ethical and human concerns



Because Technology is #hellven



Technology 
has no  
ethics 



Technology 
has no  
ethics 

Technology is not what we seek but how we seek



Humanity will change more in the next 20 years than the previous 300 years



Years not decades



70 is the new 50 
90 will be the new 60?





Soon, the question is no longer if technology can do something but WHY and WHO



Who will be mission control’ for humanity?
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The fundamental challenge ahead of us: remaining human when machines have infinite power



Data is the new oil, and AI is the new electricity



The $50 Trillion temptation 



Technology now has more power than oil or banking ever did: regulation is a certainty 
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Could Switzerland take a leadership role as far as #digitalethics is concerned?



Post-Capitalism … Sustainable Capitalism?

Abundance image via Peter Diamandis





Anything that can be digitized or automated, will be…

Anything that cannot be digitized or automated will become much more valuable   



In a  
world of total 

connectivity and 
intelligent machines, 

Humanness  
is more valuable 
than ever before 



We must invest the same resources into humanity than we invest into technology



New skills for a new world





Being on 

Team 

Human 
 will be a key 

differentiator!  



The 2017 FutureOfLife AI principles: great overall guidance for the future of technology, business and society 

• Human values: all systems should be designed and operated to be compatible with 

ideals of human dignity, rights, freedoms and cultural diversity 

• Shared benefit and prosperity: to benefit & empower as many people as possible 

• Ecosystem thinking: ethical, economical and societal issues need to be included 

• Responsibility: those that design, build or run these systems are moral stakeholders



Uninstall the fear, but keep the caution!



Embrace technology 
- but don’t become it!



Thanks for your time and attention !

FuturistGerd.com  slide-deck download later today 

http://FuturistGerd.com

