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I am a Futurist -  
and a Humanist





The Sputnik Moment



What do you believe in?



www.thegoodfuturefilm.com

“We are to be architects of the future, not its victims”  (Buckminster Fuller)
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Balance | Safety | Security | Ethics | Control  | TRUST



AI / ChatGPT / Generative A Challenges: 

Alternate realities, illusions & simulations  

Unpredictable bias and errors 

Automation of Human Narratives 

De-Humanisation & De-Skilling 

Reductionism & Abdication

AI Benefits: Solid efficiency 
and productivity gains by 

offloading ‘commodity 
work’ and shifting DEEP 
ROUTINES to machines*,  

and by accelerating basic 
human knowledge work, 
research and discovery



AI: “Computer systems that turn information and data into KNOWLEDGE” (DEMIS HASSABIS,  CEO, DEEPMIND)



Large Language Models (LLMs) + Generative AI 
manipulates and generates language to create 

SYNTHETIC, human-like texts, images and video



GPT: Generative Pre-Trained Transformer



GPT: Generative 
Pre-Trained 
Transformer









Disney 2D animators / directors Tom & Tony Bancroft discover AI animation for the first time, mind-blown.

https://twitter.com/timsoret/status/1634745694618636288





‘Humans’ (Netflix)







“The coming change will center around the most 
impressive of human capabilities: the phenomenal 

ability to think, create, understand, and reason.  
To the three great technological revolutions–the 

agricultural, the industrial, and the computational–
we will add a fourth: the AI revolution.  

THIS REVOLUTION WILL GENERATE ENOUGH WEALTH 
FOR EVERYONE TO HAVE WHAT THEY NEED…

SAM ALTMAN (OpenAI CEO) “IF WE AS A SOCIETY MANAGE IT RESPONSIBLY” 
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Through which lens will we see the world when 
AI creates most texts, images and videos? 

Who will be in charge of this 
machine-made content and 
who will be accountable ?

If most content is ‘synthetic’ 
how will we still know reality?



The way that machines ‘see’ the world EXCLUDES 90% of Real-Life Humans are ‘all sensing’



Mick Jagger & Spot Robot (Boston Dynamics on Youtube)

Humanity ☯ Technology Learning is not just memorising (i.e. downloading data)  
Intelligence is not just data-processing and logic 

Humans don’t think with ‘just the brain’ 
Speaking is not the same as thinking 

Humans aren’t ‘binary’ (like data) 
Real-Life transcends data 

   LOGIC ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH *



“Let me remind you that information is not knowledge, and knowledge  
is not wisdom. Each grows out of the other, and we need them all”   

(Arthur C. Clarke 1967)

*





If you work like a robot, a robot will take your job!
… and if you learn like a robot, you will end up working for them!



Machine  
Turf

Human- 
Only 
Turf

Human Agency 
Consciousness  
Imagination 
Intuition 
Compassion 
Empowerment  
Resilience & Agility 
Unorthodoxy  
Creativity 
Entrepreneurship





ETHICS is knowing the difference between doing what you have 
the right (or the power) to do and what is the RIGHT THING TO DO



How will AI will be a NET POSITIVE for India?

A FUTURE-FIT INDIA will use the incredible power of 
technology for the collective, holistic and inclusive 

benefit of society WHILE minimising its potential harms



As a digital LEADER, IMHO India must look beyond short-term business gains: 
What good would more growth and power be when the foundations of society 

erode because of how you deploy exponential technologies?



Embrace technology - but don’t become it!



Gerd Leonhard, Futurist

Thanks for your time and kind attention!


